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Examiner 

Patrick J Connolly 



^Applicant(s) 

KRINGLEBOTN, JON THOMAS 



Art Unit 

2877 



The MAILING DATE 



of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. ~ 

' f^P^slr^l^^LXTHl^^^^^^ °^ "^^^ ^ •''^^(^>- "° "'ay 3 ^eP'y be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. ' f j y 

' If mA n^HnH fnr rtn";^ ''^^^'^^r 'fu^ ^^^^ ^^'"^ ^^^^ ^ '^P'^ ^"^'^ ^'"*'"""' *hirty (30) days will be considered timely 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS frnm th** maiiinn hI*! „m ■ *• 

- Failuretoreplywithinthes^orextendedperiodforreplyv^ 

■ e'ard^r;::^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

status 

!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2bM This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D 11 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) Is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) i^fO is/are rejected. 

7) \3 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 23 January 2002 is/are: a)ia accepted or bjQ objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) n The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, connected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) K Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f), 
3)13 All b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
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2) U Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current U.S. 
practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English fi-om a foreign document and are 
replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

As to claim 1 and 9, while both are structured as though to claim a method of 
measurement, they proceed to claim an apparatus that does not further limit the method. 

With further regard to claim 9, the relationship between method steps and means for 
executing said steps is unclear. The claim includes confusing akemative language and confusing 
verb and article structures. 

As to claims 2-8 and 10, while structured as method claims, proceed to further limit an 
apparatus that does not further hmit the method. 



As such, the following rejection is based on the claims as understood by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubhcation in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of apphcation for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 5,680,489 to Kersey. 

As to claim 1, Kersey discloses a method of measurement using a fiber Bragg grating 
wavelength interrogation apparatus, being able to measure the reflected or transmitted Bragg 
wavelengths from an FBG sensor (see columns 9-12). 

The Hmitation of "orthogonally polarized Bragg wavelengths of one or more several 
birefringent Bragg grating sensors" is considered to be preamble and not a limitation of the 
method of measurements. 

As to claims 2-8 and 10, as explained above, they are further Hmitations on an apparatus 
and are not considered to further limit the method of claim 1. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patrick J Connolly whose telephone number is 703.305.4397. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9 am-5.30 pm ... Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank G. Font can be reached on 703.308.4881. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703.746.7722 for regular 
communications and 703.746.7722 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703.308.0956. 



PjcfX 

June 11, 2003 




Samuel A.1ljm§r 
Prlmaiy Examiner 



